
Dear Parents/ Carers and the St Edward’s Family

A really big welcome back from all the staff to our parents, families and our children.

I am really excited and hopeful that, this year, we will be able to hold some of the wonderful activities and events that make St Edward’s so
special. We did start to hold events in June and July, such as the Y6 prom, and you will see some lovely photos included in this newsletter.

I do realize that we will continue to face a changing situation, but I pray that we will be able to keep all of our children in school every day,
to be able to learn and enjoy St Edward’s school life.

I am personally delighted that I am finally getting the chance to meet with you in the playground at hometime. Plus, I am looking forward
to seeing you at class assemblies and themed weeks.

One of the main features during last year was the rapid rise of communication through technology. As you are aware, we invested in School
Ping and other software for Parents’ Evenings. Plus, our Governors sanctioned the widespread purchase of Chrome Books for use across
the school during daily lessons. We have now commenced a big push on switching to ‘Google Classroom’ and I’m sure that your children will
be leading on the wonderful opportunities available through this technology. We will continue to offer you the chance to speak with us
digitally, commencing with some planned ‘Parent Information Sessions’ next week.

Last year at St Edward’s was totally unique. I am so proud of our whole school community on how we coped and even moved forward in
20/21. Your generosity and sacrifices helped us to keep going against tremendous disruption. Overall we stayed together as one family and
now we can continue to grow as an ‘Outstanding’ school.

I would like to offer encouragement and inspire confidence at this time through the words of Pope St John Paul II.

‘Whatever may be your interior or exterior difficulties, which the merciful Lord knows, remain faithful… If the Lord has called us to work
in his field, he is with us through his Spirit.’

God Bless

Paul Underwood

Headteacher
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HEADLINES OF THE MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS 
YEAR 2020-21


S t  E d w a r d ' s  o f f e r e d  a n  e n g a g i n g ,  d y n a m i c  r e m o t e  l e a r n i n g  w i t h
t h e  b r e a d t h  a n d  d e p t h  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  b e i n g  e x p l o r e d .
T h e  s c h o o l ' s  t e c h n o l o g y  h a s  i m p r o v e d  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  d r a s t i c a l l y  i n
o n e  y e a r .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  a  f u l l  w i r e l e s s  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  n e w  s c h o o l
w e b s i t e ,  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  c h r o m e  b o o k s  i n  c l a s s e s ,  u s e  o f
M i c r o s o f t  a n d  G o o g l e  a s  l e a r n i n g  p l a t f o r m s  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  a l l
v u l n e r a b l e  p u p i l s  w i t h  a  h o m e  l e a r n i n g  d e v i c e ,  w h i c h  h a s  e n h a n c e d
c h i l d r e n ' s  l e a r n i n g .
D e s p i t e  c o v i d  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  s c h o o l  c e l e b r a t i o n s  a n d  e v e n t s  h a v e  s t i l l
c o n t i n u e d  s u c h  a s  p r o m ,  g r a d u a t i o n ,  s p o r t s  d a y ,  t h e  F a t h e r  D e n n i s
C u p  a n d  T h o r p e  p a r k  
A l l  G o v e r n i n g  B o d y  m e e t i n g s  h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e  t h i s  a c a d e m i c  y e a r
a n d  t h e  s c h o o l  i s  w o r k i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  M u l t i  A c a d e m y  T r u s t
A l l  p u p i l s  h a v e  b e e n  a s s e s s e d  a n d  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  a t t a i n m e n t  a n d
p r o g r e s s  h a s  e n a b l e d  g a p s  i n  l e a r n i n g  t o  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  a n d
i n t e r v e n t i o n s  p u t  i n  p l a c e .
P u p i l  v o i c e  h a s  b e e n  s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h i s  a c a d e m i c  y e a r  t h r o u g h  t h e
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  s u b j e c t  a m b a s s a d o r  t e a m s  a s  w e l l  a s  e x i s t i n g
t e a m s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  c o u n c i l ,  h o u s e  c a p t a i n s  a n d  t h e  t e a c h i n g  a n d
l e a r n i n g  c o m m i t t e e .
M e n t a l  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l - b e i n g  w e r e  a  s c h o o l  p r i o r i t y .  C h i l d r e n  w e r e
p a r t  o f  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  w e e k ,  N S P C C  w o r k s h o p s  a n d  t h e  n e w
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  R i s i n g  S t a r s  w e l l - b e i n g  s u r v e y s  e n a b l e  q u i c k
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  p u p i l s  w h o  n e e d  f u r t h e r  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .  
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C O V I D  U p d a t e  
 S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 1

The  schoo l  yea r  has  s ta r ted  we l l  and  ch i ld ren  a re  ge t t i ng  back  i n to  a  more  no rma l
schoo l  rou t i ne .  As  a lways ,  ou r  ch i ld ren  have  been  fan tas t i c  and  have  adapted  to  the
cont i nuous  changes  ve r y  we l l .  Fo l l ow ing  gove rnment  adv ice  we  w i l l  be  ope ra t i ng  as
fo l l ows :

·  The  schoo l  ga tes  i n  t he  p layg round  w i l l  open  a t  8 .45  am -  ch i ld ren  can  s ta r t
coming  i n to  schoo l  a t  t ha t  t ime  and  w i l l  go  s t ra igh t  to  the i r  c las ses .
·  A l l  ch i ld ren  shou ld  be  i n  schoo l  by  8 .55  am.  The  schoo l  ga tes  w i l l  be  locked  by  the
la tes t  a t  9 .00  am.
·  We  ask  tha t  pa ren t s/ca re r s  d rop  the i r  ch i ld ren  o f f  and  leave  the  schoo l  ga tes
c lea r .
·  I f  ch i ld ren  a re  la te ,  t hey  w i l l  have  to  go  to  the  f ron t  ga te  i n  Green  S t ree t  w i th
the i r  pa ren t s/ca re r s  and  i n fo rm the  o f f i ce  s ta f f  who  w i l l  ensu re  tha t  ch i ld ren  come
in to  schoo l  and  go  to  the i r  c las ses .
·  Ch i ld ren  i n  EYFS  and  KS 1  can  be  co l l ec ted  a t  3 . 10  pm
·  Ch i ld ren  i n  Year s  3 ,  4 ,5  and  6  can  be  co l l ec ted  a t  3 . 15  pm
·  We  w i l l  con t i nue  to  ensu re  tha t  hand  wash ing/san i t i s i ng  takes  p lace  f requent l y
th roughout  the  day  and  su r faces  a re  c leaned  regu la r l y
·  The  schoo l  w i l l  be  we l l  ven t i l a ted  th roughout  the  day
·  Pa ren t  meet i ngs  w i l l  r ema in  v i r t ua l
·  V i s i to r s  w i l l  be  kept  to  on l y  t hose  who  a re  es sen t ia l
·  A  copy  o f  ou r  updated  r i s k  as ses sment  i s  on  ou r  schoo l  webs i te

P lease  no te  the  fo l l ow ing  p rocedu res  shou ld  anyone  i n  you r  fam i l y  have  s ymptoms  o f
COVID  o r  te s t  pos i t i ve  fo r  i t .
·  I f  you r  ch i ld  has  s ymptoms  p lease  keep  them a t  home fo r  t he  requ i red  pe r iod  o f  10
days  and  get  them tes ted .
·  I f  a  la te ra l  f l ow  tes t  shows  a  pos i t i ve  re su l t  t hen  fo l l ow  th i s  up  w i th  a  PCR  tes t
w i th i n  2  days  o f  t he  la te ra l  f l ow  tes t .  I f  t he  PCR  tes t  re su l t  i s  pos i t i ve  then  you r
ch i ld  w i l l  con t i nue  to  i so la te .  I f  t he  PCR  tes t  i s  negat i ve  then  you r  ch i ld  can  re tu rn
to  schoo l .  We  w i l l  need  to  see  ev idence  o f  a  tes t  re su l t  be fo re  a l l ow ing  the  ch i ld
back  to  schoo l .
·  I f  a  pos i t i ve  case  i s  rece i ved  and  the  schoo l  a re  i n fo rmed  then  on l y  t he  ch i ld  who
i s  pos i t i ve  w i l l  i so la te  –  t he  res t  o f  t he i r  c las s  o r  yea r  g roup  w i l l  no t  need  to  i so la te .
·  I f  someone  i n  you r  fam i l y  o the r  t han  you r  ch i ld  te s t s  pos i t i ve  fo r  COVID  then  you r
ch i ld  does  no t  need  to  i so la te  and  can  con t i nue  coming  to  schoo l  as  l ong  as  they  do
not  have  s ymptoms .
·  P lease  con t i nue  to  mon i to r  you r  ch i ld ren  regu la r l y .
·  I f  you r  ch i ld  deve lops  s ymptoms  wh i l s t  a t  schoo l  t hen  they  w i l l  be  pu t  i n to  i so la t ion
and  wa i t  t he re  un t i l  t he  pa ren t/care r  a r r i ves  to  co l l ec t  t hem.
·  I f  you  w i sh  fo r  you r  ch i ld  to  be  tes ted  a t  schoo l  t hen  we  w i l l  need  you r  pe rm i s s ion
to  do  th i s  w i th  a  la te ra l  f l ow  tes t  as  th i s  g i ves  an  i n s tan t  re su l t .
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A big warm welcome 
to 

St. Edward's family!
We welcome all our new pupils who started in Reception

and Nursery this week and meet our new staff. 
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2021 NEW STARTERS

Miss G Bernard
Teacher
Trainee

Miss L De Gouveia
Teacher 
Trainee

Miss S Miller
Teacher 
Trainee

Mr A Read
Teaching
Assistant




We sadly had to say goodbye to some of our amazing staff. 
We wish them all the success as they embark a new chapter! 

Mr Karwancinski





Ms Mullane





Ms Elisa





Ms Hutcheon
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B l u e  P E T E R  B A D G E  g a i n e d



Japneet  comp le ted  the  P las t i c ,  Power  and  P lan t  p ledges  ove r  a  pe r iod  o f  two  weeks  wh ich

earned  he r  t he  B lue  Pe te r  Badge!   

She  has  a l so  made  and  d i s t r ibu ted  pos te r s  to  ra i se  awareness  o f  c l imate  change  and  i s

keen  to  ach ieve  'Ne t  Ze ro '  and  t r i e s  to  have  a  'D ig i ta l  De tox '  e ve r y  Sunday .  




Well done for your hard work Japneet !  

Keep it  up !






Mrs  Dourado-Al fonso  and the  Min i

V inn ie ' s  w i l l  be  ho ld ing the i r  annual  Cake

Sale  to  ra i se  money  for  the  MacMi l l ian

Cancer  Research  on  24th  September

2021 .

We welcome your  donat ion  of  cakes

(preferably  ind iv idua l l y  wrapped)  for  us

to  se l l  on  the  day .  

P lease  can you  leave them in  your

c lass rooms  or  at  the  school  o f f ice  for  the

at tent ion   o f  Mrs  Dourado -  Ash  C lass

Thank  you  in  advance for  your  generos i ty .
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CALENDAR 2021-2022

NOTICE TO PARENTS
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School opens to children 

Parent Information Session

Autumn Half Term    

Christmas Break 

Spring  Half Term

Easter Break

Bank Holiday - Labour Day

Summer Half Term

End of Academic Year

                                                           










2nd September 2021

21st September 2021

25th  to 29th October 2021

22nd December to 4th January 2022

14th to 18th February 2022  

11th to 22nd April 2022 finish

2nd May 2022

30th May to 3rd June 2022

15th July 2022 finish @ 1.15 PM
                                                              








Important Dates!
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NOTICE TO PARENTS
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Hair decorations should be a simple style and in the colours blue, grey or white.  
Hair should not be dyed, or have any patterns shaved into it. 
Children should not wear make up or nail varnish at school.
Jewellery is not allowed apart from watches in Year 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 only.

Children are required to wear the correct uniform each day. 
Please ensure all items of clothing are clearly labelled with your child's name. 






At St Edward’s we wish for all children to be proud of their school uniform and our community. If you are

experiencing any difficulty, please let us know as we may be able to help.  We want all pupils to feel
happy at school and not feel uncomfortable through no fault of their own.




Medication
Please ensure that your child's medication is handed into your class teachers i.e. allergies, asthma or any  
 other health conditions that need medication in school. Please contact Mrs Adjei is you have questions.

Uniform

Lost Property
It is the pupil's responsibility to look after their property in school. Please remind your child/ren to ensure
that they always take care of their stuff in school.  If they misplaced their items, we have a lost property

area at the back of the school where children can go to.



Please liaise with your child's teacher if needed.
Thank you

The iconic Teddy replica that is
displayed outside Mr Underwood's
office is looking for a new home. We

are planning an auction with a starting
bid of £10 for anyone who would be a

good new owner. 
Look out for the ping!

Teddy looking for a new home
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Following the triumphant England game in the semi-finals St Edward's staff and children were high in spirits and enjoyed a non-
uniform red and white clothes day in support of our England football team getting through to the finals. This is a historical

moment and we wish to celebrate it in style! 
We may have missed bringing the Euro cup home but our girls were victorious and brought the Fr Denis Football cup to St

Edward's! Well done Football teams!

Finally, here's a recap on celebrations that the school
enjoyed during summer term....
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Our Year 6 leavers had amazing end of year
celebrations despite the current climate.  
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St  Edward ' s  sen t

teams  to  th ree

Newham s taged

spor t i ng  even t s .  The

teams  p icked  up

t roph ies  fo r  bo th  the

Quad  K ids  A th le t i c s

and  Tenn i s  and  were

p laced  second  i n  t he

Cr icke t .

T roph ies  were  awarded  to

both  the  yea r  5  and  6  Quad

K ids  teams  fo r  f i n i sh i ng  1 s t

i n  t he  pa r tne r sh ip ' s  v i r t ua l

compet i t i ons .  Eve r y  pup i l

had  to  r un  75  met res ,

600met res ,  a  l ong  j ump and

th row a  vo r tex .  They  each

co l l ec ted  po in t s  acco rd ing

to  how fa r  o r  how fas t  t hey

comp le ted  the  even t s  w i th

the  top  fou r  compet i to r ' s

sco res  coun t i ng  fo r  t he

team ' s  en t r y .  
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ST. EDWARD'S SPORTS DAYST. EDWARD'S SPORTS DAYST. EDWARD'S SPORTS DAY   
LOCKDOWN EDITION 2021LOCKDOWN EDITION 2021LOCKDOWN EDITION 2021

Our traditional sports day had been
one of the casualties of the changes

we adjusted because of the
coronavirus pandemic. 

 Unfortunately, we couldn't invite
everyone to this celebration

however, our children still managed
to continue with the fun with their

teacher and year group bubbles.
Everyone had an amazing time! 
 Well done to the St. John Bosco

team for the overall win!





S C H O O L  G A R D E N  P R O J E C T

M r  J o h n s o n  a n d  M r s  M e h m e t  s t a r t e d  a  s c h o o l  g a r d e n  p r o j e c t  w h i c h  w e  a i m  t o

c o n t i n u e  o n  o u r  r e t u r n  i n  S e p t e m b e r .  

T h e  c h i l d r e n  e n j o y e d  g r o w i n g  v e g e t a b l e s  f r o m  s e e d s ,  s e e i n g  t h e  s e e d l i n g s

g r o w  a n d  p l a n t i n g  t h e m  i n  t h e  g a r d e n .  

E v e r y o n e  g o t  t o  t r y  s o m e t h i n g  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a l w a y s  l o t s  o f  c h i l d r e n  w a i t i n g  f o r

a  s a m p l e  a t  b r e a k t i m e s  a n d  a l w a y s  l o t s  o f  v o l u n t e e r s  f o r  w a t e r i n g  t h e  g a r d e n .

W e  m a n a g e d  t o  g r o w  t o m a t o e s ,  r a d i s h e s ,  l e t t u c e ,  b e e t r o o t ,  c a r r o t s ,  b e a n s ,

s t r a w b e r r i e s  a n d  s o m e  h e r b s .

I t  w a s  l o v e l y  t o  s e e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  g a r d e n  a n d  i n  s o m e  c a s e s

s e e i n g  h o w  v e g e t a b l e s  g r o w .

W e  w i l l  b e  c o n t i n u i n g  t h i s  p r o j e c t  a s  w e  t h i n k  i t ' s  v a l u a b l e  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n

k n o w  a b o u t  w h e r e  v e g e t a b l e s  c o m e  f r o m ,  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y ,  o r g a n i c  g a r d e n i n g ,

r e c y c l i n g ,  e t c .

W e  w i l l  b e  g r o w i n g  A u t u m n  v e g e t a b l e s  a t  h o m e  d u r i n g  t h e  h o l i d a y  r e a d y  t o

p l a n t  i n  S e p t e m b e r .  I f  a n y o n e  i s  g r o w i n g  a n y  v e g e t a b l e s  o r  h e r b s  w e  w o u l d  b e

v e r y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  a n y  s e e d l i n g s .  

W e  h o p e  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  e x p a n d  a n d ,  e x c u s e  t h e  p u n  b u t  c o n t i n u e  t o  g r o w .
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O U R  W O N D E R F U L  P O L I C E  F O R C E




We were  ve r y  l ucky  as  we  had  Suzy

f rom the  Met ropo l i tan  po l i ce  i n  schoo l

to  meet  w i th  the  ch i ld ren  i n  each  yea r

g roup .  Suzy  work s  w i th  a l l  schoo l s  i n

Newham and  de l i ve r s  work shops  about

i n te rne t  sa fe t y ,  pe r sona l  sa fe t y ,  road

safe t y ,  peop le  who  he lp  u s  and  i n fo rms

ch i ld ren  about  the  danger s  o f

becoming  i n vo l ved  i n  gangs .  The

ch i ld ren  had  a  fan tas t i c  day  and  a l so

lea rned  about  the  ro le  o f  a  po l i ce

of f i ce r  and  what  ch i ld ren  o r  adu l t s  can

do  i f  t hey  need  he lp .  P lease  take  a

look  on  ou r  webs i te  fo r  more  p ic tu res .
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https://www.paperturn-view.com/uk/wednesday-word/jesus?pid=MTA101634&v=36.17
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32 and he said all this quite openly. Then,

taking him aside, Peter tried to rebuke him.

33 But, turning and seeing his

disciples, he rebuked Peter and said

to him, 'Get behind me, Satan! You

are thinking not as God thinks, but as

human beings do.'

34 He called the people and his

disciples to him and said, 'If anyone

wants to be a follower of mine, let him

renounce himself and take up his

cross and follow me.
35 Anyone who wants to save his life will lose

it; but anyone who loses his life for my sake,

and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.

G O S P E L  -
M A R K  8 : 2 7 - 3 5




Prayer for the Start of the School YearPrayer for the Start of the School Year







Loving God,

Our creator, our saviour, our companion,

bless this journey of a new school year that we undertake today.

Refresh our souls and renew our spirits

as we embrace the beautiful ministry you have called us to.

We welcome those who are new to this community and

ask that you strengthen them to share the wonderful gifts you have given them.

Lord, make our hearts pure as we prepare for the return of students to this school,

and may you guide them to return with open hearts and minds eager to learn.

We ask this in Your name,

Amen

2 7  J e s u s  a n d  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  l e f t  f o r
t h e  v i l l a g e s  r o u n d  C a e s a r e a
P h i l i p p i .  O n  t h e  w a y  h e  p u t  t h i s
q u e s t i o n  t o  h i s  d i s c i p l e s ,  ' W h o  d o
p e o p l e  s a y  I  a m ? '
2 8  A n d  t h e y  t o l d  h i m ,  ' J o h n  t h e
B a p t i s t ,  o t h e r s  E l i j a h ,  o t h e r s  a g a i n ,o n e  o f  t h e  p r o p h e t s . '
2 9  ' B u t  y o u , '  h e  a s k e d  t h e m ,  ' w h o
d o  y o u  s a y  I  a m ? '  P e t e r  s p o k e  u p
a n d  s a i d  t o  h i m ,  ' Y o u  a r e  t h e
C h r i s t . '
3 0  A n d  h e  g a v e  t h e m  s t r i c t  o r d e r s
n o t  t o  t e l l  a n y o n e  a b o u t  h i m .
3 1  T h e n  h e  b e g a n  t o  t e a c h  t h e m
t h a t  t h e  S o n  o f  m a n  w a s  d e s t i n e d
t o  s u f f e r  g r i e v o u s l y ,  a n d  t o  b e
r e j e c t e d  b y  t h e  e l d e r s  a n d  t h e  c h i e fp r i e s t s  a n d  t h e  s c r i b e s ,  a n d  t o  b e
p u t  t o  d e a t h ,  a n d  a f t e r  t h r e e  d a y s
t o  r i s e  a g a i n ;

"FOLLOWING CHR IST  WE  REACH OUR GOALS"
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